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American River Ventures 

Backgrounder 
 
 
 
American River Ventures is more than an early-stage venture capital firm that invests in 
technology.  We are partners who take an active role with the entrepreneurs we invest in to build 
businesses located in high-growth, underserved technology markets throughout the Western 
U.S., primarily outside of Silicon Valley.  Our pri mary market focus is on companies which 
provide a platform for a sustainable future through  energy efficiency, energy intelligence and 
advanced materials. 
 
Our Team 
Founded in May of 2001 by and for entrepreneurs passionate about starting great companies, 
American River Ventures offers direct experience in the day-to-day realities of building 
businesses from the ground up.  John Kunhart, Harry  Laswell, and Corley Phillips (retired May 
2008) formed American River Ventures with their ext ensive networks, decades of start-up and 
corporate experience, and a shared passion for building great companies.  The firm’s general 
partners have been founders, executives or investors in over 70 early-stage companies, from 
developing the initial products to growing those co mpanies into profitable businesses. 
 
Our Network 
We understand that it’s not just what you know, but  who you know – especially if you know the 
right people.  To that point, we aren’t just invest ors, we’re partners with an expansive network of 
strategic relationships to support the growth of ou r portfolio companies.  As active guides, we 
ensure that each of our companies receives the care and attention they deserve – from making 
the right introductions when they matter most to he lping them get their products out the door. 
 
Our Passion 
At American River Ventures, building great technolo gy companies is our passion.  We take 
interest in companies with the potential to change industries and empower them with the tools, 
networks and guidance they need to succeed.  With over $100 million under management, we 
focus on investing in new technologies which provid e a platform for a sustainable future: energy 
efficiency, energy intelligence, and advanced materials.  We pride ourselves on our knowledge of 
these segments as well as our contacts within these industries and the companies who buy these 
technologies. 
 
Our Portfolio 
The firm’s current portfolio includes:  Agoura Tech nologies,  HID Labs, Integrated Materials, 
IntelliDOT, PlanarMag, OpenClovis, SpectraSensors, SynapSense, Triformix, and WiSpry. 


